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PRINCIPAL’S MESSAGE CALENDAR 

December 5 

Grade 6 Recreation Night 

December 8 

Winter Concert I 

7PM @ HS 

December 10 

Winter Concert II  

7PM @ MS 

December 12 

Grade 7/8 Recreation Night 

@ MS 

December 24– January 2 

Winter Recess 

No Classes 

 

 

Garden City Middle School -- A Blue Ribbon “Plus” School? 

Dear Parents, 

Last month I had the pleasure of traveling to Washington DC to attend the award 
ceremony of the No Child Left Behind-Blue Ribbon Schools of Excellence Program. As you 
are aware, this prestigious award honors schools that are academically superior or demon-
strate dramatic gains in student achievement. Interestingly, while we are certainly honored 
to be one of 320 schools nationwide to receive this award in 2008, it became clear to us at 
the ceremony’s workshops that our community’s expectations far exceed those of the Blue 
Ribbon Award Program which emphasizes achievement in reading and math to the near ex-
clusion of all other criteria. Of course, while these two subject areas must be at the core 
academic emphasis of any high quality school, we must always remember that a great school 
encompasses so much more. Great schools are NOT only about high scores in math and 
reading subjects; great schools accomplish the highest levels of achievement while nurturing 
all aspects of their students’ education – such as the fine arts of art and music, physical edu-
cation and health, ethical development, citizenship, and social responsibility.     

As noted in the vision statement of the National Forum to Accelerate Middle Level 
Reform, excellent middle schools are learning communities with partnerships among all 
elements of the school community which lay emphasis on high academic achievement 
through age-appropriate programs and caring social relationships.  The National Curriculum 
Reports point out that great schools have less whole-class instruction, student passivity, 
worksheet tasks, and competition; and more active learning approaches such as cooperative 
learning, heterogeneous grouping of students, democratic approaches, hands-on methods of 
learning, recognition of different students’ cognitive learning approaches, partnership build-
ing between the school and home, and addressing the social-emotional needs of children.  
Researchers have found that the overlapping themes of the middle-level and general best-
practice reform movements are complementary. A high standard academic program is not in 
competition with successfully addressing students’ affective-domain needs; in fact, address-
ing students’ affective-domain needs are complementary to meeting their academic needs. 
This approach makes intuitive sense; children who feel safe and valued will be better able to 
focus on academic achievement. 

Last month, I met with noted middle school consultant Dr. Nancy Doda who told 
me that she felt the Blue Ribbon Program does not do justice to what we try to accomplish 
here in Garden City Middle School; instead, Dr. Doda referred to our school as a Blue Rib-
bon “Plus” School since our community expects the schools to stress all aspects of a com-
plete education. Yes, I agree, we are a Blue Ribbon Plus School. 

Best wishes, 

Peter Osroff, Ed. D. 
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Sixth Graders to Visit the     
Vanderbilt Museum 

 Sixth grade students visited the 
Vanderbilt Museum in Centerport; the 
museum trip enhanced their study of 
ancient civilizations.  During the two 
hour program, students had the op-
portunity to view a 3,000 year old 
mummy and examine X-rays and CAT 
scans of the Vanderbilt Mummy.  They 
were also introduced to the life of Wil-
liam K. Vanderbilt II, the millionaire 
who brought this magnificent find to 
Long Island.  In addition, they de-
signed and created individual book-
marks that included hieroglyphs. 

SPOTLIGHT ON 

The Social Studies Department 

Jeanette Balantic,  Social Studies Curriculum Coordinator 

      Mr. Bradshaw, Ms. DeCillis, Ms. Fregosi,  

Mr. Menges, Ms. Sheehan,  

Ms. Vittucci , Ms. Wallace, Mr. Zagari 

The Herodotus Society  

 The Herodotus Society, headed by 
Ms. Rumbelow, organized a Backpack Col-
lection to help  the children who are victims 
of natural disasters. They collected new 
backpacks and filled them with new “fun” 
items for the children displaced by the 
floods in the Midwest.  Students wrote let-
ters of support and friendship to each re-
cipient.   

 

 

Democracy in Performance 

 Forty, randomly selected, 8th grade stu-
dents  attended the program “Democracy in 
Performance," sponsored by Hofstra University 
on October 14.  American democracy came to 
life in live performances by fully costumed, 
professional historical re-enactors as they recre-
ated a series of historical presentations of piv-
otal moments in our nation’s story. Students 
attended a keynote event where John and Abi-
gail Adams shared a brief exchange from their 
famous letters. Abraham Lincoln and Frederick 
Douglass took on perhaps the most serious is-
sues the nation has ever faced – slavery, civil 
war and the status of Black Ameri-
cans. Students also attended scenes on Labor 
Rights and the Progressive Era that featured 
Mother Jones and Teddy 
Roosevelt. 

 

 

The faculty and staff of the    

middle school wish you a joyous                 

holiday season! 



IMPORTANT REMINDERS 

Please note the following changes  in dates and locations for  winter and spring concerts: 

 

Winter Concert I has been moved from December 2 to December 8.   

Winter Concert III, scheduled for January 15,  has been  moved to January 29.   

Spring Concert I on May 6 will be at the high school.   

Spring Concert II will be held at the middle school.   

Spring Concert III on May 20 has moved to May 19 and will be held at the high school at  7 PM. 

 Parent Education Workshops 

 The Garden City Community Council is pleased to present a Parent Education Workshops 
from the Parenting Institute of The NYC Child Study Center.  The first workshop is Thriving Teens: 
Parenting for Positive Growth. This program is specifically geared for parents of middle school 
students and will focus on how to help parents meet the challenges of raising teens in today’s envi-
ronment.  This program aims to help parents of 11 to14 year-olds learn to reduce risky behaviors.   
This free, five-session series is based on the most recent research on what parents can do to main-
tain positive relationships with their teens and what parents can do to keep their teens on a healthy 
path. 

This workshop series will be held in the High School from 7:30-9PM on the following dates: 

Tuesday, January 13, 20                                                          (High School Cafeteria) 

Tuesday, January 27, February 3, 10                                     (High School Library) 

Toys for Teens Drive 

What would you want if you were in the hospital for the holidays? 

 During the month of December (December 3—December 19),  the Middle School will be col-
lecting “Toys for Teens” to benefit Winthrop University Hospital Cancer Center for Kids.  This toy 
drive is geared for middle school kids from middle school kids. 

 We ask that students bring in new, unwrapped toys to school.  Collection boxes will be lo-
cated at the front door and by the cafeteria entrance.  Electronic games, arts and craft supplies, 
books, board games, puzzles, or gift cards would all be appropriate.   

 Your generosity will be most appreciated.  Thank you in advance for bringing happiness to a 
child who has to spend his/ her holiday in the hospital! 

 



IN & AROUND  

G C M S  

Thank You  from The Herodotus Society 

 The Herodotus Society would like to thank everyone who donated to our two very successful 
collections this year. We sent eight cartons of backpacks and school supplies to a small town in Iowa 
to help the children affected by the terrible flooding last spring.  Recently, we donated nine cartons 
of new personal items to the Veteran's Hospital in Northport through the Marine Corps League, 
Sunrise Detachment in Massapequa.  Our children have really made a difference by giving of them-
selves  

 Anti-Bias Club Cookbook 

 The Anti-Bias Club would like to wish you a wonderful Thanksgiving 
holiday.  In honor of the holiday season, the club will be creating a Multi-
Cultural Recipe Book to share with your students.  We are hoping to get one  
recipe per HB class.  All recipes should be typed and edited.  Please include your 
name and the background of your dish on top of the recipe. Illustrations are       
optional.  

 Recipes may be teacher, student, or class created.  Each HB will receive 
one copy of the club’s Recipe Book to be rotated around the room as desired 

 In addition, ABC will also be having a cover contest.  The winning cover will receive a free 
prize.  The title of the book is going to be “Food Around the World”. 

 If you are interested in participating in this activity, please submit your recipe to Ms. 
Greenwald by December 3, 2008. 

Halloween Bake Sale 

 ABC is proud to announce that they earned $644 from their Halloween 

Bake Sale.  The money earned will be used to help send over goods to Sergeant 

DuPont and his troops stationed in Iraq.  The club thanks all of the faculty mem-

bers, parents, and students who volunteered or donated money.  We would also 

like to thank Sergeant DuPont for his dedicated service to our country! 

Anti-Bullying Song Writing Contest 

 The next ABC Contest is finally here!   ABC has decided to host an anti-bullying song writing 
contest.  Raps, chants, and musical instrument inclusion are also accepted.  Students may use the 
lyrics of an original song to create their own.  If your class would like to record your song, please 
see Ms. Greenwald for recording equipment.   Songs are due December 5. 



Aiuto! 

 Have you ever had to go to the hospital or an emergency room while traveling 
abroad? Hopefully, you haven't had to do so.  Mrs. Sorace's 8th grade students are studying the 
Health and Welfare Unit at this time and are learning useful expressions and vocabulary to help 
them do the right thing should they find themselves in such a situation. 

 The students will be performing mini skits acting out what they will do in the case of an 
emergency while in Italy.  Some students will be using the hospital, a doctor's office, and even a 
dentist's office as the setting for their skits. They will be bringing in props and utilizing vocabulary 
such as "Help!" , "I have a broken arm, leg, foot." We are looking forward to viewing Academy 
Award performances by all! 

 Math Olympiads   

 Seventy sixth graders from Garden City Middle School are among the approximately 150,000 
students worldwide who are participating this year in the MOEMS program (Mathematical Olym-
piads for Elementary and Middle Schools).  They participate in a series of five monthly contests of 
five problems each, from November to March, under the supervision of Mrs. Heid and Mrs. Orrego.  
The first meet was held on Wednesday, November 19.  Unfortunately, no one scored a perfect 5 in 
the first meet, but we had several students who scored 4 out of 5. They are Michael Faulisi, 
Michaela Fitzpatrick, Kieran McGoldrick, and Evan Nagel. 

  Look for updates over the coming months to find results of the remaining meets.  Congratu-
lations to all Math Olympians!!  

IN & AROUND  

G C M S  

Mrs. Caruthers’ Students Learn about Famous Italians 

 Mrs. Caruthers's 7th grade Italian students are learning about famous 
Italians.  Each student was given a list of famous Italian artists, inventors, au-
thors, explorers, athletes, singers, composers, and actors.  The students chose 
one famous person and did research about him or her.  Some students chose 
Italian-made cars and volcanoes to write about as well.  Students wrote a report 
on the research and included  a picture of the research topic.  Mrs. Caruthers 
will put all the projects together and create a booklet for each student to have.  It 
was a learning experience enjoyed by all.  Benissimo ragazzi! 



Congratulations to Timothy Foxen, Emily King, and Dominick Fulgieri 

Long Island Young Scholar of Mathematics  

 The Institute of Creative Problem Solving for the Gifted and Talented Students at SUNY Col-
lege at Old Westbury is proud to announce that Timothy Foxen, Emily King, and Dominick Fulg-
ieri, students at the Garden City Middle School, are among the 75 students this year to be named 
Long Island Young Scholar of Mathematics.  In addition, they have been accepted by the Institute to 
pursue mathematics and science studies. 

 To qualify for this honor, the 75 students, who were selected for the Institute’s three divi-
sions, competed against 800 of the top-ranking students nominated from school districts on Long 
Island.  Selection by the Institute implies that a student is among the top one-tenth of one percent in 
math (in his or her grade) of all students on Long Island.  Acceptances were based on five criteria: a 
rigorous entrance exam, nomination, school transcript recommendation of the most recent math 
teacher, and a brief statement written by the student.  Funding for the Institute comes from corpo-
rate, foundation, and individual contributors who believe that offering programs tuition free main-
tains equal accessibility to all students who qualify. 

 Each student is expected to spend 60 hours in class during 20 Saturday mornings, and 60 
hours on related outside projects.  The curriculum will cover topics from algebra, geometry, and 
number of topics not included in the standard courses of study such as problem solving applied to 
probability, drawing of ocean bottom profile, theory of finite differences, and mass point geometry.  
Additionally, selected topics in science will be discussed. 

 

    IN & AROUND  

G C M S  

Dead Poets’ Society 

 The Dead Poets’ Society will be conducting a contest to choose a cover for this 

year's magazine.  The theme of the magazine this year is "the seasons of our lives."  All 

students with artistic talent are encouraged to submit an entry.  Rules, entry blanks, 

and further information will be available soon from Mrs. Cini, the advisor to the club.   

Middle School students sing with the Cathedral Choirs 

 Sam Newman, Jennifer Itty, Emily Scott, eighth graders at the middle school, and 
Ian Scott and Dan Roper, sixth graders from the middle school sing with the Cathedral Choirs on a 
regular basis.  The students were also a part of the Concert at the Cathedral of Incarnation on Sun-
day, November 23, 2008 at 4:00 pm.   



THE GARDEN CITY MIDDLE SCHOOL LIBRARY 

Library/Media Specialist: Mr. Daniels 

 

Knucklehead: Tall Tales and Almost True Stories of Growing up Scieszka 
By Jon Scieszka 

How did Jon Scieszka, author of the hilarious Stinky Cheese Man and The True 
Story of the Three Little Pigs, get so funny, anyway? Growing up as one of six 
brothers was a good start, but that was just the beginning. Throw in Catholic 
school, lots of comic books, lazy summers at the lake with time to kill, babysitting 
misadventures, TV shows, jokes told at family dinner, and the result is Knuckle-
head. Part memoir, part scrapbook, this hilarious trip down memory lane pro-
vides a unique glimpse into the formation of a creative mind and a free spirit. 

 

     

 

Phenomena: Secrets of the Senses                                                                    
By Donna M. Jackson 

Can people really predict the future? What do rats dream about? Is there any-
thing that can help blind people 'see’? These are just a few of the ideas explored 
in Donna M. Jackson's mesmerizing non-fiction book about sensory perception. 
With expert writing that is informative and accessible, Jackson helps readers un-
derstand the way our minds and bodies interact with the world around us. She 
explores facts, myths, and highly-debated topics like the legitimacy of psychic 
power and animals' intuition and offers readers 'mind tinglers' to test their own 
capabilities. With the popularity of everything supernatural, this is a book that lets 
readers decide what is real and what is just our minds playing tricks on us. 

 

     

 

Hocus Pocus : A Tale of Magnificent Magicians and their Amazing Feat   
By Paul Kieve 

Houdini, escape artist extraordinaire, and other great magicians from history 
step out of posters of themselves to teach a young aspiring magician some of 
their secrets. Be sure to take a look at this entertaining and educational book 
which includes facts about the magicians, instructions for performing various 
tricks, and tips about showmanship. 


